The evolution of plant development.
There has been much recent interest in the evolution of plant development and especially in trying to understand the developmental genetic basis of morphological evolution. Significant progress has been made in understanding the evolution of floral organization and the mechanisms that might underlie the evolution of compound leaves and inflorescence morphology. These advances are reinforcing the idea that phenotypic evolution can proceed via changes at few loci of large effect and that promoter evolution may be an important and frequent mechanism.